[Drug information must be critically scrutinized. Industry's only wish: prescription from the physician to the patient].
The purpose of drug information from the pharmaceutical industry is to increase sales. The message is often simplified, short, with emphasis on Unique Selling Points (USP). Information is often given in a pleasant environment, food is served, gifts handed out. The same information is repeated in advertising campaigns. However, the information is often incomplete and the level of evidence not discussed. The purpose of producer independent information is to give scientific facts according to the principles practiced by evidence-based medicine. This information focuses on the level of evidence of published papers but is often more lengthy, may be difficult to understand and may even be regarded as boring. There are, however, useful principles to apply when analysing the information given by the pharmaceutical industry on specific drugs. There are also several sources of independent drug information to turn to.